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REPORT  OF 

THE  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1945. 

On  April  1st,  1945,  the  11  elementary  schools  in 
the  Borough  of  Newport  came  under  the  administra- 
tion of  the  County  Education  Committee,  and  as  no 
separate  report  was  published  on  the  medical  inspection 
and  treatment  in  these  Newport  schools  during  the  first 
three  months  of  the  year,  the  figures  have  been  included 
in  Ibis  report.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of 
schools  under  the  County  Education  Committee  was  68, 
viz.,  58  Primary  with  6,722  children  on’  the  registers, 
Seven  Secondary  Modern  with  1 , 486  children,  one 
County  Building  School  with  76  children,  and  two 
County  Secondary  Grammar  Schools  with  659  children 
The  total  number  of  children  on  the  registers  in  all 
schools  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  therefore  8,943. 
The  sections  in  the  report  are  numbered  as  in  the 
Ministry  of  Education’s  Schedule. 

1.  STAFF. 

No  change  was  made  in  the  medical  staff,  which 
was  not  reduced  during  the  War.  The  dental  staff,  on 
the  other  hand,  suffered  from  a number  of  changes  of 
personnel  : at  times  there  was  no  school  dentist,  and 
the  Committee  arranged  for  dental  treatment  to  be 
carried  out  by  dentists  in  private  practice.  Mr.  D. 
Gibson,  L.D.S.,  who  commenced  duty  on  the  22nd 
November,  1944,  resigned  and  left  the  Island  on  the 
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14th  October,  1945,  Mr.  F.  G.  Harvey,  B.D.S., 
commenced  duty  as  Assistant  Dentist  on  the  10th 
September,  1945,  and  was  promoted  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  Senior  Dentist  on  Mr.  Gibson’s  resignation. 
Mr.  G.  Simons,  L.D.S.,  commenced  duty  as  Assistant 
Dentist  on  the  10th  December,  1945.  Mr.  W.  Bayne, 
who  was  employed  as  part-time  Dentist  by  the  Newport 
Borough  Education  Authority,  was  transferred  to  the 
County  Dental  staff  on  the  1st  April.  Another  Dental 
Attendant  was  appointed  and  commenced  duty  on  the 
1st  September,,  so  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  are  two 
and  a half  whole  time  County  Dental  Officers  whose 
time  is  given  to  school  work  apart  from  about  2^ 
sessions  per  week. 

The  School  Nurse  employed  by  the  Newport 
Borough  Education  Authority  was  also  transferred  to 
the  County  School  Medical  staff  as  from  the  1st  April, 

1 945. 

3.  MILK  IN  SCHOOLS. 

Milk  was  supplied  in  every  school  with  the  exception 
of  Brooke  where  only  three  children  were  willing  to 
take  it  ; tuberculin  tested  milk  in  four  schools,  accre- 
dited in  seven,  pasteurized  in  two  schools,  heat  treated 
in  38,  and  non-graded  raw  milk  in  16. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  pupils 
taking  milk  on  a normal  school  day  during  the  week 
commencing  15th  October,  1945  : — 


Schools 

No.  in 
Attendance. 

No.  taking 
Milk. 

Percentage 
taking  Milk. 

Primary 

6306 

4862 

70.68% 

Secondary  Modern... 
Secondary  Grammar 

1443 

831 

57-6  % 

and  Technical 

701 

330 

47.1  % 

708  children,  i.e.  8-3  per  cent  of  all  the  children, 
or  11.8  per  cent  of  those  taking  milk,  were  having  it 
at  the  expense  of  yonr  Committee  without  charge  to 
the  parent. 

The  expense  to  the  Council  of  the  137,441  bottles 
supplied  to  Island  children  during  the  year  totalled 
.£‘287  13*.  8d.  The  number  of  Portsmouth  evacuee 
children  receiving  free  milk  at  the  end  of  December, 
1945,  was  4,  at  a cost  of  £5  18*.  l&d.  for  the  year. 

Hot  drinks  of  milk,  or  cocoa  made  mainly  with 
milk,  were  served  in  a number  of  schools,  but  we  do 
not  have  a record  in  this  office  of  the  number  taking 
these.  The  Committee  paid  12s.  6d.  for  free  issue  of 
300  hot  drinks  in  two  necessitous  cases. 

SCHOOL  MEALS.— Hot  mid-day  meais.— During 
1945,  the  School  Meals  Service  has  been  still  further 
developed  : a temporary  kitchen  has  been  opened  at 
Caversham  House,  Ryde  ; a temporary  kitchen  has 
been  opened  at  the  Longdown  Mission  Hall,  Ventnor, 
pending  the  building  of  a new  kitchen  at  Lowtherville, 
Ventnor;  the  Freshwater  Central  School  Kitchen  has 
been  converted  into  a Central  Kitchen  for  schools  in 
the  area,  and  a satisfactory  reorganisation  of  the  meals 
service  at  the  Newport  Secondary  Grammar  School 
has  been  carried  out. 

At  the  end  of  the  autumn  term  the  arrangement 
by  which  Mrs.  Blow,  of  4,  New  Street,  Sandown, 
provided  meals  for  the  Sandown  C H.  School  was 
terminated,  and  as  and  from  7th  January,  1946,  the 
meals  for  this  school  will  be  supplied  from  the  Gatten  & 
Lake  Central  Kitchen,  the  children  ^lining  at  the  Christ 
Church  Parish  Hall,  Sandown. 
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In  July,  clue  to  staffing"  difficulties,  the  Ryde 
Borough  Council  discontinued  the  supply  of  meals  from 
their  British  Restaurants  to  schools,  and  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  autumn  term  the  school  meals  service  at 
the  Weston  Hut  also  ceased  to  function,  but  this  was 
resumed  during  October  to  the  Oakfield  schools  only, 
Caversham  House  supplying  Ryde  C.  E.  Senior,  Ryde 
Junior  Council,  Havenstreet  Council,  Binstead  C.E., 
Nettlestone  Council  Junior,  St.  Helens  C.  E.  Senior, 
Brading  C.  E.  and  Bembridge  C.E.  schools. 


A census  of  school  meals  taken  on  a normal  school 


day  during  the  week  commencing  15th  October,  1945, 
gave  the  following  figures  : — 


Schools.  No.  in 

attendance. 

Primary  ...  ...  6306 

Secondary,  Modern,  1 
Secondary  Grammar  - 2144 
and  Technical  J 

Totals  ...  8450 


No.  of  Percentage 

meals  served.  taking  meals. 

2438  38-65% 

942  43-93% 


3380  40-01% 


Transport. — Up  to  the  end  of  the  Summer  Term, 
the  transport  of  school  meals  from  the  various  central 
kitchens  to  outlying  schools  was  effected  by  the  use  of 
three  vans  owned  by  the  Committee,  by  voluntary 
transport  undertaken  by  members  of  the  W.V.S.  and 
by  individual  contractors.  The  transport  provided  by 
the  W.V.S.  ceased  on  the  31st  July,  and  this,  coupled 
with  the  development  of  the  school  meals  service, 
necessitated  the  purchase  of  a fourth  school  meals  van 
and  the  extension  of  contracts  to  private  linns. 


4 & 5.  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 


All  the  children  in  the  age  groups  specified  for 
routine  inspection  by  the  Ministry  of  Education  were 


examined.  The  numbers  examined  in  eacli  group  and 
some  of  the  findings  at  these  medical  inspections  are 
shown  in  l lie  tables. 

STATE  OF  NUTR!T!0N.  —Of  3,537  routine  children 
examined,  the  nutrition  was  classed  as  excellent  in  28- 5 
per  cent  (24-7),  as  normal  in  68.4  per  cent  (65-2), 
slightly  sub-normal  in  7.8  per  cent  (9-6),  and  bad  in 
0.3  per  cent  (0.5). 

UNGLEAMLiMESS  AND  FOLLOWING  UP.  - The  nurses 
carried  out  fully  their  following  up  work,  making  1,059 
visits  to  schools  and  2,107  home  visits  ; the  number  of 
dressings  applied  in  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments 
was  1971  and  the  number  of  examinations  for  unclean- 
liness  was  26,346.  This  last  figure  includes  the  routine 
examinations  carried  out  by  the  nurses  as  early  as 
practicable  after  the  beginning  of  each  school  term  and 
also  the  re-examinations  of  children  found  unclean.  In 
September  1S1  children  had  nits  in  their  hair  out  of 
a total  of  7,931  examined,  i.e.  a percentage  of  2-3  (1-5 
per  cent  in  1944).  The  number  of  schools  with  no 
unclean  child  was  31.  The  percentage  of  routine 
children  found  on  medical  inspection  to  have  nits  in 
the  hair  was  0-2.  During  the  year  the  nurses  them- 
selves cleansed  169  children.  Legal  proceedings  were 
not  taken  in  any  uncleanliness  case.  No  cases  of 
body  lice  were  found  in  school  during  the  year. 

Seventeen  school  children  were  found  to  be  suffering 
from  scabies  at  the  three  routine  inspections  carried 
out  by  the  school  nurses  during  the  year. 

7.  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  TREATMENT. 

In  fable  IV,  Groups  2 and  3,  are  shown  the 
numbers  of  children  treated  for  visual  defects  and 
enlargement  of  the  tonsils. 
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Details  of  work  done  at  the  Eye  Olinics  at 
Newport  and  Ryde  and  by  Dr.  Heckford. 

(These  figures  include  a few  evacuee  children). 

Dr.  Wallace’s  Dr.  Heckford’s 


Clinics 

Clinics 

Number  of  children  who  attended 

617 

113 

Number  of  attendances  : — 

i.e.  New  attendances 

213 

58 

Re-examinations 

404 

64 

Re-examined  twice  during  year 

35 

22 

652 

144 

Number  of  Children  found  to  be  suffering  from 

; 

Defective  vision 

593 

113 

Other  defects  ... 

24 

— 

Results  of  attendances  : — 

Spectacles  supplied  first  time 

109 

31 

Spectacles  altered 

92 

38 

Spectacles  renewed 

17 

2 

Already  had  spectacles  which 

were  suitable  ... 

229 

57 

Spectacles  not  required  ... 

133 

14 

Nor  improved  with  spectacles 

1 

— 

Spectacles  repaired 

11 

1 

Spectacles  no  longer  necessary 

13 

1 

Cases  referred  to  Dr.  Heckford 

47 

— 

ORTHOPTIC  TREATMENT.- The  Orthoptic  clinic 
was  transferred  from  the  County  Hospital  to  the  County 
Hall,  Newport,  in  May,  1945  The  weekly  sessions 
have  been  continued.  The  total  number  of  new  cases 
referred  to  this  clinic  during  the  year  was  25,  of  which 
one  was  considered  not  suitable  for  treatment.  Eight 
cases  whose  treatment  was  started  in  the  previous 
year  made  further  attendances,  and  the  number  of 
children  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  1945  was  32. 


SPEECH  CLINIC.  — This  has  been  discontinued 
since  the  middle  of  1944  because  it  has  not  been  found 
possible  to  arrange  for  the  services  of  a speech  therapist. 
Efforts  are  still  being  made,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Hampshire  County  Authority,  to  find  a suitable  speech 
therapist  to  serve  both  authorities. 

HEART  CLINIC.- -It  was  not  found  possible  to  hold 
more  than  one  session  of  the  special  heart  clinic  during 
1945  when  25  school  children  attended.  As  Dr.  N. 
Landau  was  unable  to  continue  her  attendances  at  this 
clinic,  new  arrangements  are  being  started  as  from  the 
beginning  of  1946,  and  it  is  intended  to  hold  monthly 
sessions  in  future,  these  being  looked  after  by  the  two 
senior  physicians  on  the  staff  of  the  County  Hospital, 
viz. , Dr.  L.  Firman-Edwards  and  Dr.  John  Dockray. 

CHILD  GUIDANCE  CLINICS.— During  1945  Dr.  C. 
Davies  Jones  held  the  following  sessions  : — • 


Newport  ...  ...  , 47 

Cowes  ...  31 

Ryde  ...  ...  30 

Freshwater  ...  6 

The  numbers  of  children  attending  were  as  follows  : — 
Total  number  of  cases  dealt  with...  43 
Number  of  new  cases  dealt  with...  27 
Number  of  cases  discharged  ...  17 

Total  number  of  attendances  ...  223 


Dr.  Davies  Jones  has  kindly  furnished  the  following 
report  : — 

“ The  Clinic  continues  to  function  well.  Its 
primary  object,  of  course,  is  to  deal  with  the  problem 
child  such  as  the  child  giving  trouble  at  home  or  at 
school  in  regard  to  behaviour  ; but  it  has  supplied  also 
a very  ready  means  of  co-operation  with  the  School 
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Medical  Department  in  regard  to  doubtful  cases  of 
retardation  and  mental  deficiency.  A third  useful 
service  is  rendered  in  connection  with  certain  children 
placed  on  probation  from  the  Juvenile  Courts,  who  are 
seen  at  regular  intervals  for  treatment  at  the  Clinic, 
and  whose  progress  can  therefore  be  even  more  closely 
watched,  and  any  backslidings  corrected  or  reported, 
as  the  case  may  be. 

“ The  services  of  the  Psychiatric  Social  Worker  have 
been  fully  employed,  and  the  scope  and  influence  of  the 
Clinic  are  considerably  increased  by  the  presence  of 
this  officer,  who  not  only  attends  the  Clinic,  but  carries 
out  the  necessary  investigations  in  advance,  and  keeps 
contact  with  the  home  and  social  conditions  more 
adequately  than  could  be  done  were  one  dependent 
entirely  upon  observations  made  actually  at  the  Clinic. 

“The  Educational  Psychologist  from  time  to  time 
deals  with  cases  referred  to  her  from  the  Clinic,  and 
also  refers  cases  that  she  meets  with  in  the  course  of 
her  work  under  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

“Thanks  are  due  to  Doctors  Hynes  and  Williamson, 
who  very  freely  give  their  services  in  assisting  in  the 
work  of  the  Clinic,  and  whose  presence  has  allowed  of 
the  existence  of  proper  round-table  conferences  in 
regard  to  difficult  cases  which  arise  from  time  to  time.” 

CRIPPLING  DEFECTS  AND  ORTHOPAEDICS. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Langston,  from  Alton  Hospital,  held 
five  sessions  of  this  clinic  during  the  year.  The  total 
attendances  numbered  291,  of  which  132  were  of 
children  in  your  primary  and  modern  secondary  schools 
and  13  of  secondary  grammar  school  pupils. 

'1  he  remedial  exercise  clinics  were  held  in  Newport, 
Cowes  and  Shanklin  twice  weekly  throughout  the  year, 
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except  that  no  sessions  were  held  during  the  month  of 
August,  and  in  December  the  sessions  were  held  only 
once  each  week. 

The  children  suffering  from  orthopaedic  defects 
who  were  treated  in  Alton  Hospital  during  the  year 


were  as  follows  : — 

Bovs 

Girls 

Total 

In  residence  at  Alton  at 
beginning  of  1945 

3 

1 

4 

Admitted  during  the  year 

4 

1 

5 

Discharged  during  the  year 

1 

2 

3 

In  residence  on  31st  Dec., 
1945  

6 

6 

Four  children  were  in  hospital  at  the  beginning'  of 
the  year  - two  boys  suffering  from  osteomyelitis  of 
femur  and  tibia  and  one  with  septic  arthritis  of  right 
hip  and  osteomyelitis  of  femur,  and  one  girl  for  skin 
grafting  following  burns.  The  girl  was  discharged 
during  the  year  after  19»  months’  treatment,  but  the 
boys  were  still  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Five  children  were  admitted  during  the  year — four 
boys  and  one  girl.  The  boys  suffered  from  osteomye- 
litis of  hip  bone,  arthritis  of  knee,  partial  paralysis  left 
arm,  and  marked  spinal  curvature,  and  were  all  in 
hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year  with  the  exception  of  the 
last  mentioned  boy  who  was  discharged  after  12  weeks’ 
treatment.  The  girl  was  admitted  for  treatment  of 
extensive  burns  and  was  discharged  after  22  weeks’ 
treatment. 

Of  the  three  children  in  the  Heritage  Craft  School, 
Chailey,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  two  were  still 
there  on  the  31st  December — a boy  suffering  from 
congenital  deformity  of  both  legs,  and  a girl  with 
lameness  following  osteomyelitis  of  the  left  leg'.  The 
other  girl  suffering  from  extensive  infantile  paralysis  had 
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been  admitted  in  November,  1937,  and  was  discharged 
at  the  end  of  the  summer  term  after  nearly  eight  years 
in  the  school  on  attaining  the  age  of  16  years.  She 
has  done  very  well  at  school  and  will  earn  her  living  by 
doing  handicraft  work  at  home  under  the  supervision 
of  one  of  the  teachers  at  the  Council’s  school  in  Ryde. 

One  child  suffering  from  eczema  was  admitted  to 
St.  Mary’s  Hospital  on  the  20lh  December  and  was 
still  there  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

TUBERCULOSIS.— Catherine  Bowen  Home,  Longford 

Sanatoriunr. 

The  number  of  children  from  the  County  Education 


area  dealt  with  during  1943 

is  summarised  in  the 

following  table  : — 

Boys 

Girls  Total 

In  residence  on  Dec.  31st, 
1944 

, 

2 3 

Admitted  during  the  year 

19 

1 6 35 

Discharged  during  the  year 

17 

14  31 

Remaining  on  Dec.  31st, 
1945 

3 

4 7 

Of  the  31  children  discharged, 

one  (girl)  was 

suffering  from  active  pulmonary  disease  ; one  (boy)  from 
tuberculosis  of  the  spine  for  which  he  was  transferred 
to  Alton  Hospital  ; two  had  abdominal  tuberculosis 
(one  boy  and  one  girl),  and  one  boy  had  tuberculous 
glands  in  the  neck  (he  was  admitted  twice  during  the 
year).  When  these  children  were  discharged,  the 
disease  could  not  be  considered  entirely  quiescent 
except  in  the  case  of  the  girl  suffering  from  abdominal 
tuberculosis.  Twenty-four  of  the  children  (13  boys,  11 
girls)  were  not  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  and  in  one 
case  (girl)  the  diagnosis  was  still  doubtful  on  discharge 
and  the  child  is  at  present  under  observation. 


Other  children  of  school  age  admitted  to  the 
Catherine  Bowen  Home  included  13  children  from  the 
Portsmouth  Education  Authority. 

The  number  of  school  children  in  the  Sanatorium 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  10,  of  whom  seven  were 
Island  children  and  three  were  from  Portsmouth. 


The  children  treated  at  Alton  Hospital  on  account 


of  tuberculosis  were  as  follows  : — 

Boys  Girls  Total 

In  Hospital  on  Dec.  31st, 

1944  ...  ...  1 — 1 

Admitted  during-  the  year  4 — 4 

Discharged  during- the  year  1 — 1 

In  residence  on  Dec.  31st, 

1945  ...  ...  4 4 


At  the  beginning  of  1945  there  was  one  boy  in 
Alton  under  the  Tuberculosis  Committee’s  scheme 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  spine.  He  was 
discharged  during  the  year  after  21  months’  treatment  ; 
the  disease  on  discharge  being  quiescent. 

Four  boys  were  admitted  to  Alton  Hospital  during 
the  year  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  spine, 
right  shoulder,  bones  in  foot  and  epiphysitis  of  left  hip. 
They  were  all  still  in  hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

One  child  from  the  Newport  Borough  area  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  of  the  hip  was  discharged  from  Alton 
Hospital  in  March  after  two  years  two  months’  treat- 
ment, the  disease  being  quiescent  on  discharge. 

Two  boys  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  hip 
were  treated  in  the  County  Hospital  for  short  periods 
of  40  and  2 days’  respectively,  and  one  boy  suffering 
from  tuberculous  glands  in  the  neck  was  treated  in  the 
Home  of  Rest  Hospital  for  25  days. 
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8.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Number  of  Exclusions  Notified  by  Head  Teachers  Each  Term 

DURING  U)-}5  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


On  account  of 

Jan.  9 to 
( 1 1 \ 

Mart'll  28 
eeks). 

April  1 7 to  J uly  25 
(14  weeks  . 

Sep.  4 to  Dec.  20 

17  weeks). 

Totai.s 

Cases 

Contacts 

Cases 

Cc"  tacts 

Cases 

Contacts 

Cases 

Contacts 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

13 

7 

28 

10 

17 

5 

58 

22 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

3 

2 

Measles 

'29 

9 

136 

32 

20 

7 

185 

48 

German  Measles 

4 

1 

7 

5 

1 

— 

12 

6 

Mumps... 

25 

1 

5 

1 

32 

4 

62 

6 

WhoopingCough 

6 

— 

1 1 

14 

— 

31 

— 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

53 

5 

126 

13 

34 

1 

213 

19 

Influenza  and  In- 
fluenzal Colds 

76 

— 

76 

Ringworm 

2 

7 

- 

6 

— 

15 

, , 

Impetigo 

5 

_ 

7 

1 

9 

1 

21 

2 

Scabies... 

4 

— 

6 

1 1 

21 

— 

Eczema 

k 

— 

— 



— 

Jaundice 

2 ; 

30 

IS 

50 

— 

Totals 

219  i 

23 

363 

62  ! 

1 65 

20 

747 

105 

242 

425 

185 

852 

There  were  no  epidemics  during'  the  year.  The 
Table  shows  that  852  children  were  excluded  from 
school  on  account  of  infectious  diseases,  747  patients 
and  105  contacts.  This  is  only  about  one  third  of  the 
number  of  exclusions  in  the  previous  year  which  for  the 
County  and  the  Newport  areas  amounted  to  2275,  and 
the  reduction  was  due  to  the  relative  freedom  from 
measles  and  whooping  cough  ; measles  causing  233 
exclusions  as  against  1215  in  1944,  and  whooping  cough 
31  compared  with  518.  Half  of  the  exclusions  were  in 
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the  mitl-vear  term.  Chicken  pox  caused  232  absences 
as  against  267  in  1944.  80  children  were  excluded  on 

account  of  scarlet  fever,  i.e.,  58  cases  and  22  contacts 
as  compared  w ith  100  absences  in  the  previous  year  ; 
the  type  of  disease  has  continued  mild.  Only  three 
school  children  suffered  from  diphtheria  (none  the 
previous  year)  and  none  ol  these  was  protected  by 
inoculation  ; thev  all  recovered.  It  is  calculated  that 
approximately  75.2  per  cent  of  the  children  of  school 
age  are  now  immunised  against  diphtheria.  The  total 
number  of  doses  given  during  the  year  to  thd  children 
attending  the  Council’s  schools  was  452.  The  parents 
of  all  young  children  are  strongly  advised  to  take 
advantage  of  this  protection  against  diphtheria  ; the 
inoculations  are  simple  and  harmless  ; although  the 
protection  is  not  absolute,  the  immunised  child  is  much 
less  likely  to  take  the  disease,  and  further,  if  it  does 
develop,  the  illness  will  be  much  less  severe.  It  is 
proved  beyond  question  that  this  simple  procedure  is  of 
great  value.  If  a sufficient  proportion  of  children  are 
immunised,  the  risk  of  the  disease  reaching  epidemic 
proportion  is  eliminated  and  the  risk  to  the  whole 
population  is  therefore  much  reduced. 

No  school  was  closed  on  account  of  epidemic  disease. 

Only  four  certificates  were  issued  in  respect  of 
two  schools  where  the  average  weekly  attendance  had 
fallen  below  60  per  cent  of  maximum  by  reason  of 
epidemic  disease. 

DENTAL  TREATMENT.— Mr.  F.  G.  Harvey,  H ITS., 
submits  the  following  report  : — 

“In  last  year’s  report,  it  was  mentioned  how  much 
the  school  dental  service  had  suffered  owing  to  the 
lack  and  changes  of  staff  during  the  war  years.  This 
difficulty  has  now  been  overcome  partially  by  the 
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appointment  of  an  Assistant  Dental  Officer,  although 
the  problem  of  changes  in  staff  has  had  to  be  met  by 
reason  of  the  resignation  in  October  of  the  Senior 
Dental  Officer.  At  the  close  of  the  year,  two  permanent 
full  time  dentists  were  busily  employed  together  with 
the  part  time  services  of  the  Newport  School  Dentist, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  of  the  difficulties  of  the 
past  have  now  been  solved.  However,  it  must  be 
mentioned,  the  school  dental  service  cannot  be  considered 
as  adequately  staffed  until  there  are  at  least  three  full 
time  dentists  engaged  on  school  work  only.  A con- 
siderable amount  of  institutional  and  maternity  and 
child  welfare  work  is  undertaken  at  the  present  time 
and  in  addition,  following  the  introduction  of  the  new 
Education  Act  which  came  into  force  from  the  1st 
April,  1945,  the  County  school  population  has  increased 
from  6334  to  8943  children.  In  order  to  maintain  a 
comprehensive  service  for  this  number  of  children  by- 
providing  an  annual  examination  followed  by  the  offer 
of  free  treatment  for  those  found  with  defects,  it  is 
obvious  an  increase  in  staff  is  indicated. 

The  number  of  children  inspected  and  the  amount 
of  treatment  given  during  the  current  year  will  be  found 
recorded  in  the  statistical  table  at  the  end  of  the  report. 

Having- joined  the  staff  so  recently,  I do  not  propose 
to  comment  in  detail  on  the  year’s  work  but  to  record 
my  impressions  since  taking  up  my  duties  on  the  Island. 
Although  the  number  of  children  found  with  dental 
defects  which  required  treatment  was  approximately  74 
per  cent,  the  major  portion  of  the  defects  were  found 
in  the  1 1 — 14  year  old  groups.  This  may  be  accounted 
for  by  reason  of  the  longer  interval  between  inspections, 
which  have  been  every  second  year,  whereas  before  the 
war  an  annual  inspection  was  the  rule. 
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Knowing'  the  work  had  fallen  in  arrears,  I was 
prepared  to  find  the  dental  condition  of  the  children  in 
a deplorable  state,  but  this  was  not  the  case.  The 
incidence  of  dental  decay  was  high,  but  the  prevailing 
type  of  caries  was  of  the  slow,  penetrating  variety  and 
not  the  rapid  spreading  type.  This  was  due,  in  the 
main,  to  the  well  calcified  teeth  which  1 found  in  the 
mouths  of  those  children  I examined  personally.  These 
were  all  living  in  the  Cowes  area,  and  I am  not  in  a 
position  to  state  if  this  condition  is  common  to  the 
whole  Island,  but  1 see  no  reason  to  think  otherwise. 

Comment  must  be  made  on  the  excellent  condition 
of  the  5 year  old  group.  In  one  school  50  per  cent  of 
these  children  were  found  with  perfectly  sound  teeth, 
which  is  a remajkable  fact,  considering  the  country  has 
just  emerged  from  a six  years'  war,  with  all  its  attend- 
ant food  supply  difficulties.  This  is  a different  picture 
to  that  which  presented  itself  after  the  last  war,  and  1 
can  only  ascribe  the  improvement  to  the  success  of  the 
Government’s  rationing  scheme.  This  has  supplied  a 
well  balanced  diet,  even  if  it  has  appeared  monotonous 
and  price  control  has  kept  the  essentials  within  the 
reach  of  the  poorest  families.  The  extra  milk,  cod  liver 
oil  and  orange  juice,  which  has  been  available  for  all 
young  children,  has  helped  considerably  In  the  formation 
of  strong  and  well  calcified  teeth  in  the  young.  With 
the  proposed  extension  of  school  meals  and  the  continu- 
ation of  the  milk  scheme,  the  future  does  appear  to 
hold  some  prospect  of  a better  standard  of  dental 
health. 

Finally,  I would  like  to  comment  on  the  behaviour 
of  the  children  I have  treated.  A keener  lot  of  patients 
I have  never  met.  They  have  given  me  their  complete 
confidence  very  readily,  and  no  matter  how  unpleasant 
the  nature  of  the  treatment  has  been,  they  have  co- 
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operated  very  willingly  and  appreciated  the  treatment 
given  to  them  In  the  infant  and  junior  departments 
examined,  the  acceptances  for  treatment  ranged  from 

66 92  per  cent.,  which  is  high  in  comparison  with  other 

areas  in  the  country,  and  I forecast  a still  higher  accept- 
ance rate  now  a personal  relationship  has  been  established 
with  the  children.” 

E XC  E PT I O N A L CHILDREN. 

BUND  AND  DEAF  CHILDREN.— There  are  now  in 

special  residential  schools  six  blind  children  (five  boys 
and  one  girl)  and  three  deaf  children  (all  boys),  and  we 
are  awaiting  vacancies  for  two  deaf  girls,  ages  84  and 
1 1 j respectively.  These  two  girls  are  now  attending 
elementary  schools.  They  have  been  mentioned  in 
previous  reports  ; the  parents  in  both  cases  have  at 
last,  after  years  of  pressure,  agreed  to  allow  them  to 
be  sent  to  residential  special  schools. 

One  lad,  age  22r, , was  discharged  from  the  Royal 
Normal  College  for  the  Blind  after  64  years’  training. 
He  is  now  a qualified  masseur  and  has  started  practice 
in  Newport. 

There  are  also  two  girls,  ages  22  and  20,  in  the 
Royal  Normal  College  for  the  Blind,  receiving  further 
education. 

EDUCATIONALLY  SUB-NORMAL  CHILDREN.— Five 

children  (all  girls)  were  notified  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1945,  by  the  local  Education  Authority 
to  the  Local  Mental  Deficiency  Authority  under  Section 
57  (3)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944. 

These  figures  include  a mentally  defective  girl, 
age  11.1,  who  suffers  also  from  major  epilepsy,  and 
another,  age  nearly  15,  who  suffered  from  double  con- 
genital dislocation  of  the  hip  in  addition  to  her  mental 
defect. 
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The  boy  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report  as  being 
at  the  Ogmore  Residential  School,  Brigend,  Glamorgan, 
a school  for  mental  defectives,  left  there  in  July,  1945, 
on  attaining  the  age  of  19  years.  He  is  now  an 
apprentice  in  an  engineering  works  and  has  been  notified 
for  supervision  to  the  Mental  Deficiency  Committee. 

An  educationally  sub-normal  boy — net  ineducable, 
has  been  placed  on  the  waiting  list  of  Monyhull  Resi- 
dential School,  Birmingham,  and  will  be  admitted  as 
soon  as  there  is  a vacancy.  He  is  attending  one  of  the 
Council’s  primary  schools  pending  his  admission  there. 

OTHER  EXCEPTIONAL  CHILDREN. 

Epileptics.- — One  girl  (age  8),  suffering  from  severe 
epilepsy,  was  admitted  to  the  Lingfield  Epileptic  Colony 
in  April,  1945,  and  was  still  there  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Two  boys  (ages  8 and  11)  suffered  from  severe 
epilepsy.  The  younger,  whose  fits  are  now  very  in- 
frequent, is  in  attendance  at  a primary  school,  and  the 
older  boy  was,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  under  observa- 
tion at  the  County  Mental  Hospital,  and  is  awaiting 
admission  to  the  Lingfield  Epileptic  Colony. 

There  are  three  other  children  (two  boys  and  one 
girl)  at  school  who  are  under  observation  for  doubtful 
epileptic  attacks. 

One  lad,  suffering  from  epilepsy  and  whose  intelli- 
gence was  below  normal,  was  admitted  for  training  to 
the  Wallingford  Farm  Training  Colony  in  September, 
1944,  but  was  discharged  in  July,  1945. 

Diabetic.-  The  girl  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report 
as  suffering  from  diabetes  and  admitted  to  the  Hutton 
Residential  School,  Brentwood,  on  the  2nd  February, 
1944,  was  discharged  in  May,  1945,  with  the  diagnosis 
not  confirmed.  She  is  now  attending  one  of  the  primary 
schools  and  is  taking  an  ordinary  diet. 
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There  are  nine  children  not  attending  school  at  the 
end  of  the  year  on  account  of  physical  defects  (one  boy 
and  eight  girls).  Six  of  these  have  been  exempted 
from  further  attendance  at  school  on  account  of  the 
following  defects  : — chronic  bronchiectasis,  asthma, 
organic  heart  disease,  extensive  psorasis,  diabetes,  and 
one  with  progressive  disease  of  the  central  nervous 
system. 

Two  other  children  suffering  from  spina  bifida  (one 
boy  and  one  girl)  were  also  absent  from  school  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  The  boy  is  awaiting  admission  to 
Hinwick  Hall  School,  Wellingborough,  and  the  girl 
has  been  attending  a private  school. 

16.  SECONDARY  GRAMMAR  SCHGOLS.-The  two 

schools  in  Newport  and  Sandown  provide  higher  educa- 
tion for  scholars  of  the  whole  Island.  In  October, 
1945,  there  were  659  (659)  on  their  registers  (336  in 
Newport  and  323  in  Sandown). 

The  arrangements  for  providing  milk  and  meals  to 
the  scholars  are  included  in  Section  3 of  this  report. 

As  in  1942,  43  and  44,  routine  examination  was  made 
of  the  scholars  of  two  age  groups,  viz.,  those  aged  12 
and  15,  in  addition  to  those  brought  forward  for  any 
reason  by  their  parents  or  teachers. 

The  figures  of  these  inspections  and  the  findings 
are  included  in  the  tables  at  the  end  of  this  report,  and 
also  in  the  details  of  work  done  at  the  eye  clinics  shown 
in  Section  7. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Number  of  children  examined 

105 

1 15 

220 

Number  of  these  suffering 
from  one  or  more  defects  ... 

33 

51 

84 

Twenty-nine  needed  dental 

treatment,  and 

25  had 

defective  vision. 
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Forty-nine  scholars  attended  Dr.  Wallace’s  eye 
clinic.  Twenty-one  of  these  were  new  attendances  and  28 
re-examinations.  Eighteen  were  supplied  with  spec- 
tacles for  the  first  time,  five  had  spectacles  altered  or 
renewed,  18  had  spectacles  which  were  suitable,  six 
did  not  require  spectacles,  and  two  were  referred  to 
Mr.  H eckford.  Only  one  of  these  last  was  seen  by  Mr. 
Heckford  during  1945.  She  suffered  from  squint  and 
an  operation  has  been  advised  ; spectacles  were  not 
prescribed  by  him. 


TABLE  I.— MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  OF  CHILDREN 
ATTENDING  ALL  SCHOOLS. 


A.  Routine  Medical  Inspections. 
Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups  : 
Entrants 

Second  Age  Group 
Third  Age  Group 

Total... 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections 


1266 

1138 

872 


3276 

261 


Grand  Total  ...  3537 

B.  Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  ...  1098 

Number  of  Re-Inspections  ...  1712 

2810 


Total 
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TABLE  II. 


B.  CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  NUTRITION  OF  CHILDREN 
INSPECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  THE  ROUTINE 

AGE  GROUPS. 


Age-gr°ups 

Number 

of 

Children 

Inspected 

A 

(Excellent) 

B 

(Normal) 

C 

(Slightly 

subnormal) 

D 

(Bad) 

No. 

/o 

No 

y 

/o 

No. 

7 

/o 

No. 

1 

^ ! 
1 

Entrants... 

1266 

365 

28'8 

825 

65 '2 

75 

5'9 

1 

0 1 

Second  Age-group 

1138 

288 

25 '3 

753 

662 

hi 

80 

6 

O' 5 

Third  Age-group  ... 

872 

266 

30' 5 

513 

58  8 

91 

10  4 

2 

O' 3 

Other  Routine 

Inspections 

261 

02 

352 

150 

Cn 

1 V 

19 

73 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

3537 

101 1 

285 

2241 

63'4 

276 

7'8 

9 

O' 3 

TABLE  III. 

Group  I.  — Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments  (excluding  uncleanliness). 
The  total  number  of  defects  treated  or  under  treatment  during 
the  year  under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  was  1127 
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NOTE. — The  figures  after  the  + sign  are  evacuees. 


TABLE  III  .—Could. 
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% 


(i)  Tonsils  only.  (ii)  Adenoids  only.  (iii)  Tonsils  and  Adenoids.  (iv)  Other  defects  of  the  nose  and  throat. 
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TABLE  IV.  — DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 
(INCLUDING  EVACUEES). 

(1)  Number  of  children  inspected  by  the  Dentist. 


(a)  Routine  age-groups. 


AGE 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

13  ; 14 

15 

TOTAL 

Number 

187 

240 

277 

258 

220 

285 

295 

241 

243  117 

7 

2370 

(/))  Specials  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  230* 

( c ) TOTAL  (Routine  and  Specials)  ...  ...  2600 


(2) 

Number  found  to 

require 

treatment 

1923 

(3) 

Number  actually 

treated 

1548 

(4) 

Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 

3313 

(5) 

Half-days  devoted  to: — 

(7)  Extractions  : — 

Inspection  and 

Permanent  Teeth 

431 

Treatment 

567 

Temporary  Teeth 

2052 

TOTAL 

2483 

(8)  Administration  of 

general  anaesthetics 

for  extractions 

33 

(6) 

Fillings  : — 

(9)  Other  Operations  : — 

Permanent  Teeth 

2576 

Permanent  Teeth 

609 

Temporary  Teeth 

757 

Temporary  Teeth 

214 

TOTAL 

3333 

TOTAL 

823 

t hese  figures  include  a few  Secondary  Grammar  School  Children. 
Partial  upper  dentures  were  supplied  to  two  school  children 
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TABLE  V. 

UNCLEANLINESS  AND  VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS. 
( i ) Average  number  of  visits  per  School  made  during 


the  year  by  the  School  Nurses  ...  7-9 

( ii ) Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the 

Schools  by  School  Nurses  ...  ...  ...  26,346* 

(lit)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  ...  181* 

(tv)  Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements 

made  by  the  Local  Education  Authority  ...  169 

(■zj)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  : — - 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  Nil 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  Bye-laws  ...  Nil 


* Separate  figures  are  not  available  for  the  evacuee  children  ; 
they  are  included  in  the  above. 


